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The only parallel which I can find is an incident in the late
war in the Levant, which was terminated by the policy of
the noble lord opposite. I remember when that great
struggle was taking place, when the existence of the Turkish
Empire was at stake, the late Sultan, a man of great energy
and fertile in resources, was determined to fit out an
immense fleet to maintain his empire. Accordingly a vast
armament was collected. The crews were picked men, the
officers were the ablest that could be found, and both officers
and men were rewarded before they fought. There was
never an armament which left the Dardanelles similarly
appointed since the days of Solyman the Great. The Sultan
personally witnessed the departure of the fleet; all the
muftis prayed for the expedition, as all the muftis here
prayed for the success of the last general election. Away
went the fleet, but what was the Sultan's consternation
when the Lord High Admiral steered at once into the
enemy's port. Now, sir, the Lord High Admiral on that
occasion was very much misrepresented. He, too,, was
called a traitor, and he, too, vindicated himself. "True it
is,w said he, UI did place myself at the head of this great
armada; true it is that my sovereign embraced me; true
it is that all the muftis in the Empire offered up prayers for
the expedition; but I have an objection to war. I see no
use in prolonging the struggle, and the only reason I had
for accepting the command was that I might terminate the
contest by betraying my master.' w (Tremendous Toy
cheering.)

Free Trade or Protection, Disraeli was ready to grant
that a mail could prefer one to the other, but what was
intolerable was that a Parliament elected to carry out one
of those policies should boast of carrying out the other, that
a man designated to his Sovereign by the confidence of a
party should now come forward and say that the confidence
of that Sovereign permitted him to scorn that party, and
that he cared little for the judgment passed by the House,